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THE IMPORTANCE AND MEANS OF AN ABLE MINISTRY. 


2 Tim. ii 15. A workman that needeth not to be ashamed. 


THE public ministry of religion is of divine appointment. It has always been 
God’s leading instrumentality in maintaining the cause of truth, piety, and 
salvation: and it is to endure “to the end of the world.” In the arrangements 
of Christ for setting up his kingdom on earth, this institution is very prominent. 
He selected the men, trained them under his own eye, sent them forth to preach, 
and gave them instructions for perpetuating the holy order. 

No one can doubt that the ministry is a wise appointment. Every great 
interest needs special supervision; and the greater the interest, the more 
systematic and thorough, obviously, should be the supervision. And the 
ministry, as a great guardian influence, is seen at once to be wisely adapted to 
its momentous objects. It was designed of God to exert great moral power over 
individuals and communities, for the advancement of the highest interests, both 
of time and eternity. Hence, good men have always looked, with wakeful 
concern, to the character and qualifications of the ministry. This solicitude 
aan fi natural and right; nor is it less important now than at any former 
period. 

A characteristic, first in importance, beyond question, is decided godliness. 
For the absence of this, nothing can atone. Scripture demands it. The nature 
of the office demands it. The Christian teacher should have the fruits of the 
Spirit in strong, vivid, and prominent exercise. He must be “a man of God; 
full of faith, and of the Holy Ghost—rooted and grounded in love.” 

But while this is indispensable, other qualifications are-also essential. The 
Head of the church would have an energetic, as well as honest and devoted 
ministry. And hence the necessity of looking to its intellectual as well as 
religious character. It is obvious there are many causes now tendi ly to 
lower the ministerial character, and thus to abridge its influence an gars cy 
These I need noteven name. They are, most of them, alas, too familiar. The 
danger will be obviated, if the church but duly respect herself and the honor of 
her King, and thus, with proper feeling, insist on the qualifications which God 
himself requires in her pastors. It cannot, then, be amiss, at such a time, and 
on such an occasion, to dwell on 

He Nyse ast OF AN ABLE MINISTRY. 

; such a ministry was designed of God for men, is clearly manifest 
from Scripture precept. “The priest’s lips should keep Oh and they 
as . ~ en at his mouth.” “Till I come, give attendance to reading.” 
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“ Neglect not the gift that is in thee.” “ Meditate upon these things.” “ Study 
show thyself approved unte God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed. 
In accordance with such positive precept, there are also indirect expressions of 

the divine will. “The same commit thou to faithful men, who s be able to 
teach.” “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of 
love, and of a sownd mind.” It is said of Apollos, in commendation, that he was 
“an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures;” that “he spake boldly in the 
synagogue, and mightily convinced the Jews.” It is said of Paul, that “his 
letters were weighty and powerful.” And of himself he testifies, “though I be 
rude in speech, yet not in knowledge.” In view of such Scripture, who can 
doubt that it is the pleasure of God to have a ministry of vigorous and well- 
cultivated mind, as well as heart?—of high intellectual as well as religious 
character—able to teach—of sound speech, that cannot be condemned—well 
furnished with all the qualities for strong and resistless bearing upon the public 
mind. 

2. The importance of an able ministry is evident from the express provision 
God has made for training and supporting it. In the Jewish nation, there 
were various regulations, designed to secure eminent qualifications in the sacred 
office. There were nearly fifty theological schools. None were allowed to 
enter the priesthood till thirty years of age. Large funds were set apart for 
sustaining men, both in their preparation and in actual service—funds so ample 
as to take away all temptation to deviate from appropriate study and labor. And 
none were expected to entangle themselves with the affairs of this life, either 
before or after entering the sacred office. 

The spirit of these arrangements was retained in the Christian dispensation. 
The twelve had the very best of training and instruction, before they were 
authorized to preach. Nor were they much from under the supervision of their 
great Teacher, during his ministry of three years. He forbade their takin 
either bread or money, or even two coats apiece, on their mission ; but instruct 
them to rely entirely on others for the means of support. He endued them also 
with the power of miracles. After his crucifixion he bestowed still higher 
gifts—larger measures of the Spirit, and the power of speaking in different 
tongues—gifts, all designed and adapted to make able ministers of the New 
Testament. And who questions, that, thus furnished, they were indeed men of 
great strength, as well as piety and zeal? With what energy and effect could 

assail the powers of sin! How resistless the majesty of truth from their on 
ut the personal example and instructions of Christ are withdrawn. The 
power of miracles, the gift of tongues, and the direct inspiration of the Holy 

Ghost, are withdrawn. And what does this providence indicate, but that other 

preparatory means, of corresponding force, are to be substituted? It will 

not be pretended, that human nature is less perverse now than it was then. The 
minister of this day, therefore, needs as much power as did Peter and his 
associates. 

3. Another consideration in point is, that all the most important movements 
in the church have taken place under the instrumentality of able men. Why were 
Moses and Aaron selected to rescue Israel from bondage—to instruct them on 
their journey to Canaan, and to arrange for them a splendid system of religious 
polity ?—why, but for their peculiar qualifications ?—the one being learned in 
all the wisdom of his age, and divinely inspired; and the other a man of ready 
and commanding address. Who have displayed nobler powers than David and 
many of the prophets? But why were not men of inferior capacity selected to 
be thus honored of God, if talents are of no account with him ? 

But not less illustrious have been the chief actors in every great movement of 
the Christian church. The twelve disciples, though taken from humble life, 
as we have seen, were not: sent out till thoroughly trained, and endued with 
capacity for wise and powerful action. The apostle Paul was a master-spirit of 
his age. He had genius: he had the best mental discipline: he had stores 
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of varied and important learning. And, commissioned by the great Head of the 
church, how brilliant and triumphant his course from one city and province to 
another! And why did Divine wisdom enlist those gigantic powers in the 
work of the holy ministry ?—why, but that the work called for a powerful 
instrumentality ? 

Another momentous achievement was the Reformation from papal corruptions ; 
an event that Bats immortality to the names of Luther, Calvin, and others. And 
who have exhibited greater learning or talent? Think that the church had 
slept—had been almost extinct, for centuries. Think of the ignorance and 
prejudices of the multitude. Think of a domination over reason and conscience, 
supported by the combined energies of church and state, throughout an entire 
continent. Think that every stir for freedom was watched with a jealous eye 
by prelates and emperors. must have been the inflexibility of character, 
the courage, the intellectual strength, that could successfully engage in an onset 
against such an array of sin and ism ? 

A somewhat similar emergency, at a later period, brought up such men as 
Wesley, Whitefield, and the immortal Edwards, to re-instamp the image of God 
on the world. The church was to be rescued from desperate worldliness, 
formality, and fatal errors; and Divine wisdom selected the struments. 

The modern enterprise of missions, also, is a magnificent movement. And 
who does not know, that the pioneers and chief actors in this cause, at home and 
abroad, have been men of vigorous intellect and accomplished scholarship, as 
well as inextinguishable benevolence. 

It is thus that cu’tivated talent, and learning, as well as piety, have been asso- 
ciated with every important moral revolution. We deduce from the fact, an 
argument for a ministry of elevated character. There is as much scope for 
effort, as much demand for energy, for skill, for comprehensiveness.of plan, 
and boldness of action, now, as there ever has been. And divine Sovereignt 
is not intending to lay aside the great principles on which it has always at | 
If it has glorious objects to be achieved, and the gospel ministry be its chief 
instrumentality, it will still demand a ministry of intellectual strength and 
resources, as well as moral purity. | 

4. A ministry of vigorous character is to be expected from the language of 
prophecy relative to the glory of thelatter day. Thechurch, in all its departments, 
is yet to exhibit a more glorious t. She is to shake herself from the dust ; 
to arise and shine, the glory of the Lord being risen upon her; appearing 
comely as Jerusalem, and terrible as.an army with banners. Her course is to 
be that of victory and triumph; till the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High. 

The church has her great Captain of salvation: and if destined to rise'above 
her littleness and her distractions, and to hold dominion through the earth, it is 
reasonable to expect He will qualify and appoint for her, leaders worthy of 
himself, worthy of her true character, and worthy of the glory to be achieved. 
He will summon to her aid, men wise in counsel, prompt and energetic in action; 
such, that “one shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight.” 
Very possibly reference was had in part to the ministry of the coming day, in 
the cheering predictions, “Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom 
thou mayest make princes in all the earth.” “He that is feeble among them 
= Sees Sheth he Se. Dares and the house of David as God, as the angel of 

In such hecy, the leading idea is obviously that of power. The chyrch, 
in her da i clere will have a ministry able iain her counsels, and 
her est efforts, with a wisdom that all shall admire. They will be chosen 
of God, and prepared for the times. And do we now discern some signs of the 
approaching day? Do we witness the beginning of conflicts, that, under God,. 
aré to result in the submission and devotion of the world to Christ? How 
great the responsibility of the ministry at such a crisis; and the necessity for 
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men of uncommon wisdom and energy, as well as unshrinking faithfulness! 
Which leads me to observe, 

5. The importance of an able ministry is manifest, from the strength and 
number of the forces to be encowntered and overcome. The human heari in 
every age is desperately wicked, and of course inveterately oe to the 
Gospel. It has its thousand errors and prejudices—its thick darkness and 
delusion. The onset upon this enemy of God, styled in Scripture “enmity” 
itself, demands all the skill and power of the best cultivated, as well as sanctified 
talent. There is also a systematic and wide-spread infidelity. It has in its 
service, genius, learning, wealth, and station. It never exhibited more stratagem, 
boldness, or energy and malignity of purpose, than now. To expose its 
sophistry, and silence its blasphemies, and rescue the millions it would ensnare 
and ruin for ever; there are clearly needed minds that can pour forth light like 
the sun in his strength. But we wrestle not merely against flesh blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places, against the prince of 
the power of the air. Where is stronger intellect, greater knowledge, or a 
more wily adversary to be encountered? Where are movements more insidious, 
varied, complicated, rancorous, against God and human welfare? Who can 
count the armies, and estimate the resources, wielded by this Master spirit of sin 
and delusion? And can it be wise to send out men of feeble mind, to ex 
the devices, and thwart the schemes, and subvert the empire of such an 
AY It is not thus that Christianity is to make its way over the earth. 
While it trusts in the e and power of Heaven, it demands for the conflict 
the ablest minds has created and sanctified. And the better they are 
pc furnished, and directed, the surer the hope of speedy and universal 
triumph. 

6. A ministry of strength is manifestly called for, by the grandeur and 
importance of the objects to be gained. The field of action is a province of 

’s empire in revolt and ruin. The ministry is an embassy of reconciliation 
from the Sovereign. Its aim is the recovery of this alienated world. Where 
is the enterprise, in its nature so grand, in its relations so momentous? Who 
can measure the interests staked upon its issue? Who can tell the importance 
of a successful result ?—its importance to God, to the world, to the universe? 
And how obviously absurd to comrait the keeping and direction of such a cause 
to the undisciplined, the rash, or the ignorant. When difficulties between a 
monarch and a.portion of his empire, or between two ind lent states, are to 
be adjusted, who is commissioned for the emergency? When life, or character, 
or property of great amount is at issue, who is sought for a defence? Whena 
high-minded people, roused by oppression, resolve on freedom, who are selected 
to guide her counsels and direct her armies? The wisest, surely, and the 
strongest. And strange indeed, if to men of inferior capacity can be intrusted 
the rights and interests of the eternal throne! Strange, if secondary powers can 
satisfy, when a world of intellect, an empire of mind in ruin, is to be brought 
back to God, and trained for his glory! “What are liberty, Property, character, 
life, or thrones that perish—compared with the honor of God, the inheri- 
tance of the saints? In itself considered, the loss of a single soul is a greater 
calamity than the extinction of the sun, or the Sesion ate world. In itself 
considered, the conversion of one smnér is an event of higher moment, of 
pag hy map than the ya joa AA million suns or . 

ever augmenting an hature of its faculties, has, obvi 
a value above that of the material universe. And the recovery of such so 
has been deemed an object worthy of the solicitude of and the sacrifice 
of the Son of God. Does not the object, then, demand the highest powers of 
the best cultivated minds? But, again, — 

7. The all-absorbing and imposing character of worldly objects and im- 
provements calls loudly for an efficient ministry:—such a ministry, as, in the 
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name and power of God, may arrest attention, and turn off the eye from 
beholding vanity. We live at a period of great enterprise, and in a land 
oo seope for bold experiment in every direction. Genius is on the 
stretch for improvement, and continually throwing out its new discoveries. And, 
as re ~~ secular prosperity, the nation is evidently putting on her strength bo 

i vancing. Canals, crossing large states, are no longer regarded wi 
pe Our rail-road is levelling or penetrating mountains, lifting up 
valleys, and arching wide rivers. Immigration, meanwhile, is ing its 
onward march, clearing away forests, and building up cities. Whilst, in the older 
states, manufacturing establishments and large moneyed institutions are multiply- 
ing, and rising in pride and power. Nor is the intellectual world unaf- 
fected by the spirit of the age. Who is not amazed at the manner in which the 

ress is pouring out its periodicals and volumes, and the rapidity with which 
fnerary institutions, of every character and grade, are springing into being? 
When was there ever more enthusiasm or success in pursuits of science? 
what age has the bar of justice, or the hall of legislation, displayed severer 
conflict, or more electrifying eloquence? When has the human mind, in all 
departments of worldly enterprise and ambition, been excited to keener 
intensity? or brought out results more adapted to absorb public attention, and 
hide eternity from the view ? 

Now, we would not allay this spirit of enterprise; we would not arrest this 
imposing march of improvement: we would only have it all sanctified by the 
Gospel, and made subservient to Christ's kingdom. And, to that end, we do 
see, in these imposing movements, occasion for corresponding increase of 
energy in the church, and redoubled power in her ministers. For what but a strong 
Christian influence is to save th’: public mind from being so absorbed in matters 
of time, as utterly to forget God, and judgment, and eternity? And who, if not 
the angels of the church, can be e to throw around a heavenly radiance, 
that shall present worldly men and worldly objects in their proper character ? 
And what other influence, indeed, can be expected to save the church herself, 
from being led captive by “the god of this world?’ Perhaps, in her whole 
history, the church has never been in circumstances of greater peril from this 
deceiver than now. Where is the scheme of avarice or ambition in which she 
is not eagerly participating? And how is her pride thus fostered, her spirit of 
prayer checked, and her mind diverted from the great business of her high calling? 
And who of her sons is not thus directly encouraged to make a covenant with 
death, if wealth is in prospect, rather than, like Moses and Paul, sacrifice all for 
Christ and his kingdom, and secure a treasure in the heavens? At sucha 
crisis, what but new energy in Zion’s watchmen is to save her and her children 
from being ingulfed in that general tide of worldliness, which threatens to drown 
millions in perdition ? 

The ministry is also a profession: and needs for its success the respect and 
confidence of the community. But to secure these, it must have an elevated 
intellectual character. It must keep pace with the general progress of society. 
Is it stationary while every thing else is advancing? By losing its relative 
standing and power, it at once weakens its hold upon public esteem, and thus 
cripples, if not annihilates, its influence. True pdlicy will give it such resources, 
such energy, that it can grapple with the stoutest minds, and become, by its well 
directed strength, the object of respect, of veneration, instead’ of scorn or pity. 
Yes; true wisdom would say, let it have the learning that can enlighten eve 
circle; let it have a power of reasoning that can carry conviction through 
ranks; let it have a divine eloquence that can thrill, and charm, and move, at 
pleasure. Yes; give it the ability and courage to hold up the cross of Christ, 
and to present Gospel truth and eternal realities in all their ; and it 
becomes “ mighty through God.” Let the cause of salvation be thus sustained, 
and all the bustle, and parade, and imposing grandeur of worldly enterprises 
cannot obscure its majesty, or impede its progress. 
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8. A ministry of great strength is called for, by the prospect of wnwonted 
excitements in the civil and religious world. To scenes of conflict and revo- 
lution we are distinctly pointed ophecy. Says Jehovah, “I will over- 
turn, overturn, overturn it; and it be no more, until he come, whose right 
it is; and I will give it him.” And again, “ The sun and the moon shall be 
darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: the Lord also shall roar 
out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake.” To similar scenes allusion is also made in the Revelation of St. 
John, under a variety of i ery—“ lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and 
an earthquake, and great hail.” From such striking illustrations, scattered 
throughout the Bible, we are led to anticipate fearful collision and devastation, 
such asthe world has not yet seen. Nations will be shaken; kingdoms moved; 
thrones demolished; and new social organizations established—harmonizing 
with the spirit and genius of the Gospel. The church will be kindled to her 
primitive zeal, and unite her powers, and boldly claim for her Sovereign the 
spiritual empire of the world. And every such movement may be expected to 
rouse the jealousy, and wrath, and resistance of her great adversary and his legions. 

We are instructed by past history, too, as well as prophecy, to anticipate 
great commotion and excitement. When have important changes ever been 
effected in public sentiment, or in the state of society, without a degree of violence? 
In science, in government, in religion, the conflict has always been sharp. 
And often have the hearts of the virtuous failed them, in looking for those things 
that were coming on the earth. 

A moment's view. of the world will, at once, reveal to the eye abundant 
occasions for excitement. They are seen in the organizations of civil society. 
They are seen in the conflicting systems of = They are seen in the 
spr ling sway of infidelity, superstition, and lawless violence. Before men can 
* universally be brought to concede to each other their rights, and to God his 

dominion, immense changes, of an exciting character, must obviously take place. 

The storm then is certainly coming on. Already, indeed, are the elements in 
commotion. We hear the thunder. We perceive the agitation. We see, here 
and there, the uplifted hand of violence. And, should God permit, very little seems 
needed to plunge our nation, at once, in domestic or foreign war. And we see, 
that, without any miracle of providence, a very few years, nay, a few months, 
might involve states, nations, kingdoms, and the general church of Christ, in one 
scene of convulsion and dismay. 

At such a crisis, we need, br Zion’s sake, a ministry of unwonted wisdom, 
foresight, and power. We need, in the holy office, men who can stand amid 
high excitement, without being thrown off their balance—men who can look at 
the raging tempest with a calm and courageous heart. We need men enlight- 
ened into all trath and duty—men of enlar and liberal views, as well as of 
inflexible integrity and firmness. We need a ministry, above all selfish conside- 
rations and party bickerings; that can keep its eye and hand steadily upon the 
_ “ark of God,” come what may. Which suggests one other consideration, viz. :— 

9. This elevation of character in the ministry will contribute to wnion among 
all the truly faithful. And who that looks over our Zion, with any thing like 
an angel’s love, or an angel’s pity, mist not desire such a result?—“ that they all 
may be one.” This is indeed practicable. For the Savior has enjoined it, and 
fervently prayed for it. And such a ministry as we now contemplate, embracing 
in its comprehensive survey the great truths, and designs, and interests of the 
holy kingdom, and looking at things on the grand scale of immortality, and 
trusting in God, can easily keep in check its native pride, ambition, and other 
warring lusts ;—it can easily merge all minor matters in the mighty enterprise 
of strengthening and extending the empire of Christ. And when the watchmen 
thus come to see eye to eye, and lift up the voice together, dissension in the 
church will cease, and all her energies be concentrated for preparing and sending 
forth the chariots of salvation. And thus very soon might it be said, in reference 
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to the number and character of her messengers, “the chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, 
in the holy place.” ‘pity 

With these. views of the importance of an able ministry, we are very naturally 
excited to inquire, 

IL By wHAT MEANS MAY SUCH A MINISTRY BE SECURED TO THE CHURCH 
AND THE WORLD? 

1. Candidates for the holy office must set for themselves a very high standard 
of ministerial character. In this day of action, and call for labor, and of i 

r usefulness, there is a natural tendency to rush into the field without prepara- 
tion,—without ane | of judgment, without discipline of mind, without know- 
ledge, without that balance of powers which is the result of well-proportioned 
cultivation—of systematic and prolonged training. This tendency must not be 
encouraged by the guardians of the church. It must be patiently and manfully 
resisted by candidates themselves. They must settle it as a first principle, that 
qualifications enter into woe call to preach the Gospel—that “no man taketh 
this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron” —a name 
signifying a mountain of strength. 

Let ardent or indolent youth, then, not take counsel of their own feelings and 
prepossessions. Let them not ask for the most moderate acquisitions that will 
possibly answer. Let them not be satisfied with the low standard adopted by 
many others entering the sacred office. Let them rather look at the standard 
sanctioned by holy apostles and — and still demanded by the word and 
providence of God. And let it be their solemn, unalterable purpose, to come up 


to it,—be the cost of time, and toil, and self-denial what it may. Let this — 
be sacredly adhered to, and, instead of here and there one magnifying his office, 
and pouring light on his generation, we should soon see numbers in every 


district, standing forth as pil of fire, to illumine the whole moral heavens, 
and bless mankind. 

To reach such eminence must indeed require time and effort. The requisite 
mental discipline and stores of knowledge are not the miraculous gift of Heaven. 
They are the result of close and long application. And let such as have noc 
patience and conscience to abide this process, think again, what it is to be an 
ambassador from God! Numbers are desirable; but not without qualifications. 
The real influence and usefulness of the profession depend much more on its 
character than its numerical array. Why did not the Savior, at once, send out 
hundreds or thousands, instead of twelve well instructed, to sustain his cause and 
evangelize the world? ©O that all such as aspire to the same blessed work, 
would emulate the character of those holy men! Then might we again hope to 
witness apostolic triumphs in every church and every land. 

2. Another means of securing an able ministry, dictated by common sense as 
well as Scripture example, is, to select the most promising spirits, even in child- 
hood, and train them in faith and prayer, with the hope and trust that God will 
call them to the office. Our present system of charitable education for the mi- 
nistry, so far as it extends, is well, if its principles be but faithfully adhered to. 
It considers native talent and persevering study, as well as piety, indi ble 
in its candidates; but it aids only such as are already pious. While this 
system is doing great things for Zion, it is very far from meeting the present 
exigencies of the church and a dying world. e seem to need that forethought, 
and that confidence in God’s promises, which should lead us to regard as pecu- 
liarly his property, multitudes of bright young immortals now springing into 
being, and ready to take their places in the sabbath-school and the sanctuary, and 
to be consecrated wholly, as trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, for 
the glory of Zion and for the healing of the nations. Let, then, the hearts of pious 
fathers be turned anew to their children; and let the devout mother her 
most promising son as peculiarly God’s property. And let those who have no 
such bright offspring, without grudging, or envy, or partiality, adopt the most 
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suitable objects of intellectual training for God~ Let them go and select from 
the sabbath-school, or the obscurest hamlet. Let them “se the child of 
genius and promise under a pious and able instructor, follow him daily 
with their prayers, and with faith that God will sanctify the offering for 
Christ and his church. Thousands might thus, every year, be rescued from 
meanness and moral death, to be pillars in the temple of science and in the 
— of God. And why should a believer be deaf to this call of Providence, 
while genius is every where coming up, to expend its energy on mere worldly 
enterprise; or perhaps to act with giant power against the church? Why not 
take that talent, in its embryo state, and place it under a strong religious as well 
as intellectual influence; that, through grace, it may be fitted to bless millions 
yet unborn? Why be content just to work up the materials divine grace has 
already prepared? Where is our faith? Where our love? Why not be de- 
vising and executing plans commensurate with the loud calls for an able and 
efficient ministry, which now come from the four winds of heaven ? 

3. Another means of preparing such a ministry, is to select proper locations 
for theological study. On this point, reference must be had to facilities for 
exercising the heart, improving the manners, and acquiring habits of general 
intercourse and active benevolence, as well as training and furnishing the head. 
The minister is emphatically a man for practical life. His field of labor isa 
community, with all its endless variety of taste, character, and condition. No 
one needs a more intimate and extended acquaintance with mankind; none a 
more glowing benevolence; none a more easy and winning address, both in 
public and private. He must be able to interest, alike the abode of intelligence 
and refinement, and the dwelling of the rudest. And the qualities that fit for 
such varied intercourse, are not found in the researches of the cloister; nor 
acquired in a day. Like purely intellectual resources, they result from 
appropriate training. And, in suitable jocations, they may be gained without 
interfering at all with the efforts of the study: nay, may afford, to some extent, 
— —s map nes and solace of nt efforts. me fora 

n this view, the vicinity of a city or town, dangerous as it might, per 
be to unrenewed minds, ie readil . to aeaite decided ahecvones a a for 
theological education. The city is a world in miniature, exhibiting human 
nature in all its aspects; affording opportunity for every species of intercourse, 
and giving scope for any amount of benevolent effort. While the student now 
and then spends an hour in searching out its ignorance, vice, and miseries, his 
sympathies are kindled, his philanthropy strengthened, and his heart enlarged. 
And all the enterprise and bustle around him, though of a worldly character, 
will operate only to quicken and expand his powers. If faithful to himself, he 
a | go forth from such habits of study and active training, with a character 
we |-proportioned, fair, elevated, acceptable—fitted for any situation Divine 
Providence may assign him; prepared to act promptly, discreetly, energetically. 

4. Another means of an able ministry, of express divine injunction, is 
competent pecuniary support. On this point revelation is plain. When Christ 
sent out his disciples, he bade them take nothing for their journey, saying that 
the laborer was worthy of his hire. The apostles, also, explicitly brought up 
his will on this point as a matter of solemn duty. “Even so the Lord 
ordained, that they who preach the 1 shall live of the gospel.” The church, 
then, as she regards the authority oF God, will make adequate provision for her 
ministers. This provision has in it nothing of the nature of charity; it is an 
act of the strictest justice—a discharge of one of the plainest Christian obligations. 
And it isa dark crime in the church, if she allow ie ministers to be oppressed 
with anxiety about their circumstances, and oblige them to expend time and 
strength in direct efforts for subsistence. In such palpable disobedience she 
cannot expect the divine blessing—she cannot escape the marked disapprobation 
of her King. He may, in wrath, grant her desire, but send leanness into her soul. 

The divine appointment, in this matter, under both the Jewish and Christian 
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dispensations, is manifestly wise. It is adapted to prevent a secular spirit. It 
affords time for appropriate labor and sate cuts off occasion for neglecting 
any of the momentous duties of an we ee 4 marr ree any 
can never rise to its proper dignity, purity, and str ina di 0 
plain Gospel sienigien het e Seem thens that would not be cursed of God 
with an ignorant, lean, or worldly ministry, obey promptly the oe 
requirement. Such a church, relying on may hope to be blessed with “a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” And. let the Gospel ministry be 
universally suported in this manner— even so as the Lord hath ordained,”— 
and it would become more emphatically the property of the church, and its best 
powers be held sacred to her welfare; and the happy influence might soon be 
seen in her brightening graces and spreading triumphs. 

Finally; For securing such a ministry as is demanded by the age, let 
there be cherished a spirit of humble, fervent, believing prayer. If the church has 
ministers of a proper character, she will receive them from God. His promise 
is, “ I will give you way after mine own heart.” “ He gives some, evange- 
lists; and some, prophets; and some, pastors and teachers.” In all the efforts 
of the church, then, to increase the number and strength of the ministry, let her 
remember, that “ promotion cometh not from the east, nor from the west, nor 
from the south ;”—that “ except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it.” And does the cry for laborers now come'from every quarter ?— 
from vacant churches, and dreary wastes in our own land?—and from waking 
millions whelmed in pagan darkness and hopelessness? Let the church carry 
the moving appeal at once to the throne of infinite mercy. Does the enemy 
seem to come in like a flood? Does the tide of worldliness appear overwhelm- 
ing ? Does infidelity send forth its blasphemies, and the Man of sin his emissa- 
ries? Does the church suffer shame, reproach, and trouble, from foes without 
and foes within? Let her be truly humble, but not desponding. Let her rise 
up in all the omnipotence of faith :—such faith as in other days “ subdued king- 
doms,” and “ obtained promises.” And do the signs of the times, as well as pro- 
phecy, indicate the coming on of mighty convulsions and revolutions, in the civil 
and religious world,—demanding a ministry of wisdom, strength, and zeal kindled 
from heaven? Then let there be unwonted confidence in the power, and and 
faithfulness of God. The cause to be sustained and carried forward is fis The 
crisis of the world, with all its interesting features, is open to his eye. And he 
only has the wisdom to select, and energy to inspire and summon forth the 
ministry that is needed. ‘Pray ye, therefore; the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth laborers into his harvest.” Let the church thus keep near 
her King, obey all his commands, and trust for success only in the strength of 
the Lord God of hosts, and he will, by appropriate means, raise up for her 
deliverance and triumph, men of enlarged cnind, “mighty in the Scriptures,” 
and “full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” 

With views like the foregoing, the friends of religion have established this 
Seminary of sacred learning. Its foundations are laid upon a liberal and 
comprehensive plan. Its object is to furnish an able and evangelical ministry— 
a ministry of sound and systematic theology ; well grounded in a knowledge of 
the holy oracles; and aid by the counsels of past experience, and history, as well 
as the advantages of general intercourse with men; and thus prepared, through 
rich grace, for a clear, conciliating, strong, impressive exhibition of God’s truth. 
The Institution has risen at an eventful period. Its location is peculiarly 
auspicious. — As states, and churches without number, are starting into life and 
influence within its sphere of action, the character it may contribute to give 
them is matter of unspeakable interest, not only to this generation, but to 
coming millions. O may its impress be the image of the Holy One! Then 
may countless multitudes rise up in time and eternity, to bless the day of its 
birth. May the Institution, fixed in the confidence, and fostered by the offerings 
and prayers of the good, and enriched continually from the Fountain of all 
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“knowledge and grace, stand forth for the honor of Christ, to the end of time. 

* Be this its honor, its character and destiny ; and when its goodly edifices have thus 
finished the work assigned them, and its career of usefulness shall come to be re- 
viewed from the eternal hills of light, we will all say,-“ Not unto us, not wnto 
us; but unto thy name, give glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth’s sake.” 
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SURE MEANS OF SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY. 


Acts xx. 32.—And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified, 

Tue apostle Paul, when he uttered this benediction, was at Miletus, a town 
on the western coast of Asia. He had planted many churches in different parts 
of Europe, and particularly in the Grecian states; and he was now on his way 
to Jerusalem, from which he had been absent a number of years. Arrived at 
Miletus, he sent for the elders of the church of Ephesus—a church not far 
distant, on which he had bestowed much labor and concern, and for which he 
still cherished a strong affection. The elders came at his invitation, and the in- 
terview was one of great interest. The apostle could stop but a short time; for 
he must, if poate, be at Jerusalem at the feast of Pentecost. He availed him- 
self of the occasion, in reviewing his labors among them, glancing at his 
prospects, and giving suitable counsel and exhortation. In this connection he 
uttered the benediction before us, closed with prayer, and departed amid the 
cordial salutations and tears of the brethren, who all accompanied him to the ship. 

Coming before you for the last time as your minister, I have been led by my 
feelings, to adopt this parting benediction as the theme of discourse.—“ And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified.” I can attempt little more, on this occasion, than to bring to a natural 
close, a ministry of six years among you, assuring you all of my kindest feelings 
at parting, and pledging my grateful and affectionate remembrance. I shall, in 
imitation of the * mye at Miletus, just advert to the character and results of my mi- 
nistry here, and then make some suggestions with reference to your future welfare. 

e apostle, in review of his rs, adopts language peculiarly strong. 
“ Ye know,” says he, “from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have with you at all seasons; and how I kept back nanan 
was profitable unto you; but have showed you, and have taught you publicly, 
and from house to house; testifying both to the Jews and to the Greeks, repent- 
ance toward God and faith to our Lord Jesus Christ: wherefore I take 
you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men; for I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” I cannot venture to apply 
this language, in its full import, to my own ministry. It has had its imperfec 
tions: and I can only say, it has been my honest endeavor to act upon the principles 
of ministerial duty te avowed bythe apostle. It has been my aim to illustrate 
and enforce the great truths and duties of the Gospel, and to give to the several 
parts of the Christian system the attention which their comparative importance 
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demands. I have remembered that “all — is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable fot doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” And I have considered also, that “ wo is unto me if I preach 
not the Gospel.” Under such impressions, I have tried to exhibit the amazing 
truths of God, whether joyous or painful, so plainly as to lodge them in the un- 
derstanding, and so affectionately as to.commend them to the conscience and 
heart. I have supposed it the great design of preaching, to bring men back to 
God; to render men holy. With this view, I have labored to alarm the careless 
with a sight of their guilt, to guide the inquiring to a Savior and Sanctifier, and 
to console and animate the humble; and I have freely testified to all, * repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

This ministry has been received with all the external attentions it has merited, 
and more. The congregations have been large and serious; and it is consoling 
to me, on leaving, that I see you in circumstances of rare prosperity, as —— 
union, strength, and readiness to every good work—circumstances rich in 
promise of future good. . 

But the connection, 1 would hope, has still higher claims to a grateful review. 
It was formed for nd as immortality; and though there has been too 
much of coldness, and worldliness, and mere formality, we have not plodded on 
through the whole without evidence of God’s special presence and power. 
There have been cases of hopeful conversion little noticed, because silent and 
solitary. There have been times of the marked displays of Divine grace. Two 
hundred and thirty-two have been added to the communion—about half the 
number by a public profession. Many, who had ereew entered on a life of 
godliness, I would hope, have been quickened in the heavenly race. Thecause 
of Christian charity, in its varied forms, has been honorably sustained. Through 
Sabbath school and Bible class instruction, there has been a very marked im- 
provement in the religious knowledge and habits of the young. And, in common 
with the friends of God and man in other places, we are permitted to review with 
satisfaction our efforts in the great temperance cause. 

For all that has been effected during our connection, we give honor to Him 
alone, without whose blessing Paul might plant and Apollos water in vain. 

On the details \of this ministry, it would be unsuitable here to dwell. God 
grant, that with all its imperfections, the great and final review of it, may be an 
occasion of our mutual and everlasting joy. 

I proceed, as proposed, to some suggestions, with reference to your future 
prosperity. 7 
1. You cannot too soon have a stated, evangelical, and devoted ministry. 

I take it for granted, no one would wish the worship of the sanctuary sus- 
pended. All, however, may not feel alike, as to the expediency of a speedy 
settlement of a minister. could wish that, on this point, there might be. but 
one opinion. An occasional or temporary supply may go through with the 
duties of the Sabbath to acceptance; it may di ge some of the other general 
and necessary duties of a pastor; but it can never fully meet the wants of a 
people. There is something-in the ral relation to create interest, and to 
inspire peculiar affection and confidence—circumstances rie cise to the 
highest degree of usefulness. And for this reason, with others, I have felt it my 
duty, except in peculiar cases, not to encourage the ordination of men merely 
as evangelists. A long interruption to the settled ministry almost necessarily 
leads to religious indifference, or fearful distraction. There are many interests 
to be attended to among every people, of which a pastor only can form a 
just conception, and on which a pastor only can be expected to bestow a suitable 


attention. 


But another point of greater importance relates to the character of oer | 
you select. I said, it should be evangelical—in other words, one that will 
faithfully exhibit the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. And it is'a quality of such 
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fundamental importance, that, for the absence of it, no combination of other 
excellences can atone. 

As to my views of Christian doctrine, I trust there is no misapprehension ; 
and, consequently, as to my views of what constitutes an evangelical ministry. 
The scheme of Gospel truth, as I have endeavored to inculcate it, contemplates 
the existence of one only living and true God: it contemplates such a mysterious, 
though real distinction of in the Godhead, as renders proper the appel- 
lations, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—one God. It regards man by nature, 
and in consequence of his connection with the first apostate pair, as a sinner, 
utterly alienated from God, and in a state of ruin. It ascribes to the Lord Jesus 
Christ the prerogatives of supreme divinity ; and regards his mediatorial work, his 
work of humiliation, as an adequate source of relief, and the only source of 
relief, for guilty and lost man. It holds to the obligation of man at once 
to repent of his sins, and by faith to embrace Christ as his Savior. It holds 
to his possessing all the faculties necessary to a free moral agency, and an im- 
mediate compliance with Gospel requisitions: while, at the same time, it 
acknowl that such is his perverseness, that he is made willing only in the 
day of 's power, and becomes a child of spiritual life only by the washing 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost. It recognises an eternal 
and unchangeable purpose of God, to justify and save some of our guilty race, 
a io of the Spirit and belief of the truth. It cherishes the 
idea, the grace and power of God, manifested in active obedience, will 
carry his people forward ti through all the conflicts of life, to the glory and joy of 


the upper world. It anticipates a judgment to come, and a state of ess 
bi ess for the righteous, and of endless misery for the wicked. 

Other truths are comprised in the Christian s but these are fundamental. 
They are all truths which the minister of religion must constantly illustrate, 


defend, and urge—because there is attached to them immeasurable importance. 
Nor can a mini be much valued as a means of eternal life, which does not 
make a full avowal of these truths, and a lucid illustration of them, in all their 
practical bearings. 

To a ministry giving prominence to this system of truth, this field of Zion 
has been accustomed from the very childhood of you all. God has ever blessed 
it, here and elsewhere; and its mighty influence in ree ore for heaven, 
will be told in the everlasting songs and glories of multi which no man 
can number. 

In the selection of a pastor, caution on this point is, perhaps, more important 
at present, than at some preceding periods. We live in times of independent 
thought and conflicting views on every subject. There is pride of opinion, and 
too much angry controversy. In these heated collisions, I have su there 
was a middle ground, sanctioned by both the Bible and the of our 
church—ground on which the great body of our churches and ministers are 
disposed to plant themselves—cherishing confidence, and acting in concert 
though still having slight shades of difference—difference prscigally of a 
philosophical cast. You want a ministry of truth—of the whole truth—with- 
out question ; but not surely of mere speculation, and much less of wrangling 
controversy: not of bigoted attachment, on one hand, to all the precise 
ology of other ages, denouncing ag heretical all that do not choose to adopt it; 
nor, on the other, one that y, recklessly, I had almost said profanely, 
sweeps aside all that is ancient in principle and practice, apparently for the very 
reason that it is old. 

You will bear me witness, that I have never sought your edification and 
eternal life, by the intricacies of mere metaphysical speculation, nor the anger, 
wrath, malice, and evil speaking, of heated theological controversy ; while the 
doctrines of our church and the truths of the Bible have been kept constantly 
before you. God grant that this pulpit may ever throw around the strong light 
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of heavenly truth, but never become the arena of profitless and unchristian 
conflict. May the doctrines of the cross here distil as the dew—doctrines full 
of consolation to the penitent, and alarm to the rebellious; but the wisdom and 
power of God to salvation, to every one that believeth. 

But you need not only a stated and evangelical, but also a devoted ministry. 
And by a devoted ministry, I mean one which is uninterruptedly occupied with 
its appropriate business—one which engages the best powers of the man—one 
characterized by a manifest attachment to the kingdom of Christ, and a deep 
interest in the spiritual welfare of men. 

There is enough in the appropriate work of a pastor, to occupy his entire 
time—to absorb all his powers of thought, feeling, and action. He should, 
therefore, be exempt very much from secular anxieties and business ; and hence 
he should be liberally, promptly, and cheerfully supported. It will be ruin to 
his influence, and destruction to his charge, if, from any cause, he is led to 
cherish a worldly spirit and deportment. You may have an enlightened, 
eloquent, and strictly evangelical ministry; and it may accomplish little 
towards building up the church and saving souls, unless it be really interested 
in the holy and heavenly office ;—unless it breathe the true spirit of piety, and 
exemplify the varied bright virtues of the Christian character, and evince 
ae ng man regards himself as engaged in a most sacred and momentous 
wor 

On these topics, important as they are, I cannot dwell. May the Lord, all 
gracious, ou a pastor after his own heart. . 

2. Another thing important to your welfare, is a spirit of uniform and eleva- 
ted piety in the church. 

ith the fraternity of professed believers there exists a mighty influence. 
They are a city set ona fill, that cannot be hid) They were designed to be 


the light of the world, the salt of the earth, They can give energy and effect 


to the ministry of reconciliation, or they can abridge its influence, so as to render 
it nearly powerless. Their godly walk and conversation give courage and 
animation to the pastor. They furnish a standing and palpable testimony 
to the truth and importance of the m he brings. Their bright ge 
sends alarm to the consciences of the wor , the vicious, and the proud. e 
religious prospects of any mere har cheering or alarming, very nearly in 
proportion to the degree in which the Gospel shines forth in tle lives of its 
oy sonar f th b eating 
aware, then, of the responsibilities resti a. Can it be just! 
asked, What do ye, more than others ?—Is yout life par be by backs: ing, 
and devotion to objects of merely temporary interest? The cause of religion 
must feel the withering influence. Spiritual death, in all its horrors, will reign 
women and the multitude be seen eagerly pressing on to a miserable abyss. 
Wher ore, come out from among them, and be ye separate. Put on the armor 
of light. At all times, shed around a pure healthful influence; and 
thus give efficiency to the ministry of reconciliation, and secure the blessing of 
Heaven on your families, and on generations that may come after. 
Yoncenaas i Madde Gate teaceanee er eee renee mene” 
ou cannot too lee importance of being at peace among your- 

selves. Discord and strife ate inot mote destriictive 65 social finpipinens tics 10 
religious improvement. ‘To whatever the contention may relate, it arrests the 
great work of preparing souls for heaven. And thestrife is peculiarly unhappy, 
et la from conflicting partialities so common in. the settlement ofa 
minister. 
_ To expect a community to feel and think all alike, on any subject, is idle. It 
is not, therefore, probable, that all will think elike in reference 10 an preacher 

ey may hear. It is consequently necessary to cherish a ihating and 
yielding spirit. Every one should avoid claiming that his own wishes shall be 
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a criterion for all the rest. Such claims cannot be admitted; and from them 
can arise only jealousy and conflict. 

* To avoid circumstances so deplorable, let each restrain every feeling of envy, 
ay and selfishness; and cherish only kindness, forbearance, and fraternal 
ove. Put away, says the apostle, all anger, wrath, malice, and evil commnni- 
“ao rye of your mouth ; endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 

nd o 

In thin Gcbenntncd and concession, it is not to be understood that conscience 
may be sacrificed—that truth, and the cause of piety and salvation, may be put 
in jeopardy. But while you strive together for the faith of the Gospel, and 
maintain an inflexible integrity, study the things that make for peace, and the 
things whereby one may edify another. Let nothing be done through strife, or 
vain-glory ; but in rs of mind let each esteem others better than him- 
self. Thus, it is to be hoped, will the good providence of God concentrate your 
hearts on a spiritual shepherd worthy of your confidence; and thus may the 
light of this Zion break forth as the morning, and its salvation as the noonday. 

y you never feel, yourselves, nor entail upon those who come after you, the 
blasting influence of a spirit of panty. 

Cultivate the same temper to all about you. - It is a satisfaction to leave 
this interesting field of labor with ample proofs of a strengthening kindness, 
confidence, and friendship, between the members of the different churches. 
May this union in the truth and love of the Gospel be firmly cemented ; and 
the immense moral power of these churches never be wasted in conflict, but 
all be directed in harmonious and vigorous action, for the honor of Christ, and 
the salvation of the world. 


4. Let me urge a steady and zealous regard for the religious improvement of 


the young. 

Tastead of the fathers, will very quickly be the children, here, as well as 
elsewhere. And your destiny, as a people, is depending, under God, upon the 
c they assume in early life. their religious education be neglected, 
and it is easy to foresee, that this fair heritage may very soon be overrun with 
infidelity and vice, But let means of religious improvement be zealously 
pursued, and it is safe to calculate on successive generations characterized by 
reverence for the Gospel and devotion to the Most High. 

Among the means of religious improvement to the young, the system of Bible 
class and Sabbath school instruction holds a prominent place. It is a means 
which, with us, has been attended with very important effects. There is no 
labor or sacrifice, in which I have stronger confidence of success, than in 
aiding. these institutions. And it would be a most cheering fact, could I be 
assured this hour, that the Bible class and the Sabbath school, with their library, 
would at all times receive that countenance and support among you, which their 
great qmeomenee demands. Let the citizen sustain them as a means of producing 
an enlightened, sober, and elevated state of society. Let the father and the 
mother sustain them, as a source of temporal and immortal blessings to their 
offspring. Let the Christian zealously sustain them, as a nursery for the 
church, and for heaven. Sustain and encourge them by your counsels, your 
donations, your active services, and your prayrrs. Look to the character, and 
guard vigilantly the deportment of the young. Let them be trained to reverence 
and love all that is sacred, and to practise all that is pure, generous, and noble. 
Let the Gospel get its firm hold upon their hearts, and they are secure against 
vice and ruin; and you may then leave them and go down to the grave, with 
no anxiety about their welfare; for God is their defence. ’ 

ay gana ¢ Ling. perenne wat ager fe re 

ve felt it my duty to keep the great system of religious charity steadil 
before you; both with reference to- your own good, as a’ people, and with 
reference to the wants and woes of the world. And it has been matter of joy: 
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to notice the cheerfulness, and increasing liberality, with which have 
responded to the calls of Divine Providence. It is a period calling for action, 
self-denial, enlarged sympathy, and unfailing benevolence. And there is every 
indication that the demand on the enterprise and offerings of the church is to be 
still greatly augmented. Our country, exalted among the nations, is to be saved, 
and its glory advanced and perpetuated, only by the influences of the 

And the world is to be rescued from the darkness of ages to the knowledge of 
Christ, and the love of God. ‘To secure these great results, must be the aim of 
every generous heart. And the time for bold plan and action is evidently come. 
Be it your ambition, then, to bear an honorable = in the holy enterprise. 
Nothing will give me higher satisfaction, than to hear that you are aboundi 

in these labors of love, more and more. God has prospered you, and is still 
abundantly prospering you. When counting up your gains, when looking on 
your wealth and splendor, when sitting in your beautiful temple, and rejoicing 
amid rich religious privileges, O think of the destitute, millions on millions! 
Remember, God is no respecter of persons: he loves them, as well as you: his 
sun shines as brightly on their fields: the Savior embraced them in his last 
message; and his Gospel can prepare them, as well as you, for his second 
coming and glory. Enter, then, fully into his great plan of mercy, and rest not 
till he has the whole earth for his possession. 

6. Let me urge you to cultivate, habitually, the spirit of prayer. 

For every species of prosperity, man is dependent on God. But in a peculiar 
sense is he dependent for spiritual blessings. In addition to the stated ordinances 
of the Gospel ; in addition to a ministry which shall clearly exhibit the momentous 
truths of revelation ; and in addition to those other means of religious improvement, 
which are ordinarily associated with Gospel ordinances, you need the quickening 
and transforming influence of the Holy Spirit. “ Not by might, nor by power, 


but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Paul may plant, and Apollos water ; 
f P po i 


but God giveth the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither is he that watereth, but God that giveth the increase.” 

This dependence originates the duty of humble, importunate, and persevering 
prayer. “ Yet for all this will I be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it 
for them.” Such prayer secures the approbation and blessing of God, in all 
circumstances of life; but peculiarly in connection with efforts that respect the 
great interests of. the a a Such prayer gives beauty and strength to the 
church. Such prayer gives power to the ministry. Such prayer opens the 
windows of heaven; it causes the skies to rain down righteousness, and the 
earth to bring forth salvation. 

Think not then, brethren, to prosper, except in cultivating habitually a spirit 
of devotion. Let God be acknowl at all times. Bring to his altar, daily, 
the sacrifice of an humble and contrite spirit. Let your interests, as a le, be . 
brought before God in the sanctuary, in the domestic circle, in the sochitaieating. 
and in private personal communion with his Spirit. Pray habitually under the 
impulse of a vigorous faith; that faith which gives substance to the divine 
promises; which carries the immortal forward, and plants him down amid the 
scenes of judgment and a crumbling universe, and which opens new and eternal 
heavens to his enraptured vision. 

If there be one thing on which your spiritual welfare, as a people, is peculiarly 
depending, that one thing is a spirit of united, fervent, and unceasing prayer to 
God. I see rich blessings treasured up for you in the stores of his infinite 
benevolence, if you cherish this spirit; but if you suffer it to languish and die, I 
see only blasting, and barrenness, and gathering woes, in reserve for you and 
your children. 

I dwell on this point, because, while no duty is so intimately connected with 
your prosperity, there is, perhaps, none which you are so much in danger of 
neglecting, as the duty o prayer. The only sure pledge of success in any 
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important matter is the friendship of the Most High; and it is peculiarly so in 
matters of religion and salvation. You need continually the presence of the 
Holy Ghost. You need those signal manifestations of divine grace, that have, 
for successive generations, characterized this spot and this region. On their 
continuance are suspended all your rational hopes of religious prosperity. On 
them hang the destinies of your children, and coming generations, for eternity. 
Pray, then, and labor for, and expect revivals of religion. With all the 
imperfections, in some cases the extravagances, that have attended them a few 
years past, and at other periods, in one place and another, still they are from 
God ; and they are the last hope of the church. And could I gather round me 
the thousands of this busy pulation, I would now say in the name of God—A 
pure revival is of more, Pafnttel more importance to you, as a people, than all 
your rising worldly prosperity, increased a million fold. For, what are silver, 
and gold, and parade, and costly dwellings for a day, compared with the image 
of God, with salvation, with an eternal heaven, with unfading crowns of glory? 
While, then, your ministers plant and water in this fair field of Zion, pray, pray 
unceasingly, bor the descent of the Holy Ghost, that he may abide with you for 
ever. 

With this brief review of our connection, and this notice of a few things 
deemed specially important to your spiritual welfare, I now leave you. At 
such an hour, a mingled tide of feeling, reflection, and anticipation, rushes upon 
the mind. It is matter of devout gratitude, that our connection has been one of 
peculiar harmony, and that we part, cherishing sentiments only of friendship. It 
is matter of humble praise, that at this moment my eye can light on those among 
you, who, I trust, are emphatically the seals of this ministry. Ye, brethren, are 

uliarly our joy and our crown. Be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always aboundin 
inthe work of the Lord. Forgetting the things which are behind, reach fo 
to those which are before. 

But it is matter of pain and grief, that, in closing this ministry, I see many 
still far from righteousness—without God, and without hope. As respects your 
salvation, my humble efforts seem to have been all in vain. Possibly they Live 
proved only a savor of death unto death. Some of you have, at times, been alive 
to your guilt and ruin, and eatnestly resolved to seek salvation. But your 
goodness was like the mornin ren | and the early dew,—soon passing away. 
Others of you have, from month to month, and year to year, been but little, if 
any, affected by the Gospel. Ah! dying fellow-sinners! give heed for this 
once, I entreat you, to the parting voice of your friend. Begin this day the 
great work of salvation. Engage in it with whole heart and soul. It is not 
a vain thing for you, because it is your life. I tremble, I shudder, to think of 
the bearing this ministry may herve tana on your immortal destiny! Spare me 
0) — yourselves the anguish of an eternal separation ! 

With all of us the present is indeed a solemn crisis.. We meet where we 
have often met and mingled our devotions at the mercy-seat ; but the last page 
in the record of our intercourse is written, and the whole is in a moment to 
sealed up. The commission I received to minister for your souls has been 
recalled and handed back; and its results are for disclosure at the bar of the 
enthroned Lamb. One and another of us will, in quick succession, be summoned 
to our account. My eye instinctively glances forward to that great day, when, 
with assembled worlds, we shall all meet again. Live, live, my immortal and 
beloved hearers, in steady prospect of that day. Live for God, for a dying 
world, for heaven, for eternity. FarEwELi! 





